
 

  

 

   In This Issue  

 

The Pound Ridge 
Land Conservancy 
is a private, non-
profit corporation, 
with the mission of 

preserving the semi-
rural character of 

Pound Ridge 
through the acquisi-
tion, conservation 
and stewardship of 
land in town. The 
Conservancyôs pre-
serves are kept in 

their natural state for 
aesthetic, ecological 

and educational 
purposes.  The 

preserves are held 
in perpetuity, i.e. 

they cannot be sold. 

   Our Mission  

 

Armstrong  
Spring Open House  

June 13th 4-6pm 
 

Armstrong  
 Work Sessions  
Every Saturday  

10am-12pm 
 

Preserve Walks/
Talks/Projects  

See schedule inside 

Save the Dates  

www.prlc.net 

Green Spaces 
The Pound Ridge Land Conservancy 
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 Following our Fall grant from the Water-

shed Agricultural Council to prepare a forest man-

agement plan for our largest preserve- the 73 acres of 

the Clark Preserve located off Autumn Ridge Road- 

the PRLC has received a second grant for Manage-

ment Assistance Program funds of $515.00 to con-

duct 2.5 acres of invasive plant control in the pre-

serve. Our completion deadline is the middle of Au-

gust. We urge everyone interested in hands-on work 

to attend a volunteer work session Sunday June 6th at 

10 a.m. We will meet at the trail head kiosk off Au-

tumn Ridge Road. 
 

 In addition, a forest health management plan 

has been completed by  a professional forester. The 

Clark Preserve has been sectioned into five forest 

óstandsô or forest 

cover types based 

on species, age and 

composition. Vari-

ous measurements 

of these forest 

types have been 

recorded to deter-

mine condition, 

size, height, age 

structure, health 

and growth poten-

tial. The composi-

tion and growth of 

these five stands were influenced over time by past 

land use and natural factors including insect and dis-

ease, topography, hydrology, soil conditions and 

extreme weather events. 
 

 Field data was studied to determine how to 

improve existing stand conditions and the forest as a 

whole. This stand-by-stand data was then used to 

determine individual stand management recommen-

dations. Often a forester will make recommendations 

based on óstockingô and óbasal areaô measures which 

when combined, determine if óthinningô of lower 

quality pole trees or the removal of some over-

mature overstory trees per acre would encourage the 

growth of desirable trees such as sugar maple or oaks 

and optimize available resources. Recommendations 

are also based on insect/disease infestation, and the 

eradication of undesirable trees such as the invasive 

Norway Maple or undesirable invasive understory 

such as barberry and bittersweet.  
 

 Recommendations for each of the stands 

include the following: 
 

The continuation of a deer-culling program 

to help reduce the impacts of deer browse. 
 

The creation of what are called ópatchô cuts 

of ¼ to one-acre to diversify the habitat by 

creating patches of young tree growth and 

dense understory. Periodic patch cutting 

creates a landscape mosaic of tree ages and 

sizes that maximizes habitat heterogeneity. 
 

Leaving tree snags- dead trees- when they 

are not a threat to hikers. These snags or 

ódenô trees as they are sometimes called 

provide food and cover for a wide variety 

of wildlife species. Den trees are trees that 

have a cavity or hollow in the main trunk 

or upper limbs which provide critical nest-

ing and roosting cover for many mammals 

and birds. 
 

Encouraging the growth of hard mast pro-

ducing trees such as Oaks and Hickories 

which provide food. White oaks are par-

ticularly valuable because of the high pro-

tein content of their acorns. A diversity of 

hard mast producing trees are insurance 

against seed failure for generations. 
 

The retention of taller trees including the 

pine and poplar varieties as raptor perches. 
 

The creation of brush piles to provide wild-

life ground cover for small mammals and 

birds. Such piles are especially important 

by water edge or forest buffers.   
 

 Many of these same best practices for 

healthy woodland regeneration and fostering of the 

diversity important for wildlife can be done in our 

own backyards. Before cutting, pruning or clearing 

not only is a town permit often required, but follow-

ing these practices and others will benefit our town-

wide wooded habitats by extending well-managed 

woodlands into our own back-yards. Private owner-

ship of undeveloped land calls for informed, active 

stewardship on the part of the landowner. 
  

 The success of this woodland health man-

agement program at the Clark Preserve depends in 

great part to the volunteer help we receive from 

interested Pound Ridge residents. Please contact us 

about volunteering on this or our many preserve 

management projects. 
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Presidentôs Messageé. 
  

Dear Friends, 
 

 With the warm spring weather now moving into summer, it is time to think about how we enjoy the 

outdoors and our natural environment. For the preserved land in town, for example, the 14 preserves held by the 

PRLC and additional protected land held by other entities many of which are our partners in conservation, trail 

hikes and quiet woodland walks, bird watching, and repose by one of our favorite streams or ponds, provides 

irreplaceable personal connection to nature. For lands that are not yet protected, their future, and our interaction 

with them, depends on our being responsible stewards both in our backyard land use practices and in our under-

standing of the often broad impacts of development. 
 

 For those lands that are protected, we need to be responsible visitors. óLeaving no traceô helps to pro-

tect our land, water and wildlife and protects the experience for others. The Wilderness Act of 1964 says that 

wilderness quality land should appear to have been affected primarily by the 

forces of nature, with the imprint of humanôs work ósubstantially unnotice-

ableô. Keeping our human impact as minimal as possible means staying on 

trails even if they are muddy or full of deep snow and keeping pets from run-

ning through important habitat. We should leave others the chance to dis-

cover by resisting the temptation to take home rocks, flowers and other 

natural or cultural curiosities. Mini- mizing our impact certainly means 

trashing your  trash by taking both recyclables and non-recyclables- in-

cluding dog ópoopô bags- home with you. (Un-bagged animal waste pollutes our water). (For more tips on óleave 

no traceô please visit the Center for Outdoor Ethics at www.lnt.org/programs/principles.php) 
 

 For those lands that are not protected, the PRLC attempts to accelerate the pace of both conservation 

and education here in town. Over the past months, here is a sampling of our activities: 

  

In January,  a community-wide event was held at Conant Hall where each Pound Ridge household received 

an invitation to learn about how their property fits into the mosaic of our townôs ecosystems. Through Map-

ping Committee work, 16 óneighborhood groupsô have been identified for outreach and education purposes. 

We will be having follow-up smaller neighborhood get-togetherôs in the upcoming months. 
 

235 letters have been sent to what we call ópriority parcelô landowners seeking conservation of private land 

throughout town. These properties were identified through our ómapping the townô efforts.     
 

Activities are planned with the Pound Ridge seniors including a bus tour of the preserves and private tour of 

the Armstrong House off-the-grid renovation. We hope that efforts with the Pound Ridge Elementary 

Schoolôs Community Service Committee and local scouts will result in educational and recreational use of 

Carolinôs Grove Preserve and our other preserves. 
 

A grant proposal to the Rusticus Foundation for a rainwater collection and dispersal system at the Arm-

strong House ógreenô renovation along with a series of educational gardens was submitted. Although we did 

not win the grant this year, we made new friends and allies for future programming at the Armstrong. We 

are constituting a well-connected óadvisoryô committee to the project to focus on future initiatives. 
 

We have installed permanent trail markers at the Richards Preserve and have created a óloopô trail which 

will be blazed this spring at the Armstrong Preserve. Trails on our five preserves open to the public have all 

been cleared of winter storm damage and bridge repairs have been completed. 
 

Website content updates continue.  Look for the complete re-vamping of our óBack-Yardô pages to include 

the best links on creating a healthy yard, composting, naturscaping, best practices for managing important 

back-yard habitats, and information on minimizing your footprint. Our óProjectsô page now has video con-

tent!   
 

 Weôve been busy! As an all volunteer organization, we need your expertise and energy. Your financial 

support is just as important. Just our liability insurance covering public access to our preserves costs over 

$5,000.00 annually. Our operating budget this year is $18,000. Only you can help us meet our financial obliga-

tions. Please be as generous as you can. 
 

 We are proud to report we have raised $215,000 of the $240,000 budget  to complete the Armstrong 

House ógreenô renovation this year and hope to install our land steward/conservation educator later in the fall. 

We need to raise $25,000 this year to be successful. 20 families in Pound Ridge and Bedford have donated 

$1000 and become óleadership familiesô of the project, along with another İ dozen families who are our true 

angels. There are specific funding and ónamingô opportunities still available. Please contact me to become a 

partner in this important community resource for living lighter on the land. 
 

Elyse Arnow Brill, President 

May 2010 

www.prlc.net 

óFor lands that are not 
yet protected, their fu-

ture, and our interaction 
with them, depends on 
our being responsible 

stewards...ô 

Welcome to 
PRLCôs new 2010 

board member 
Tim Gerard  

http://www.lnt.org/programs/principles.php


PRLC Calendar of 2010 Walks/Talks/Projects 
 Join local naturalists and PRLC board members for a series of guided walks.  Children welcome.  

 
 

June 6 th     Join Board Members, volunteers and Naturalist Brenda Bates for a 2 hour volunteer work session at the Clark Preserve  
 Sun 10am    located on Autumn Ridge Road off Rt.137. We will be using our loppers and hand clippers to rid a 2.5 acre portion of the   
    Clark of specific invasives pursuant to our Woodland Health Management Program. Please bring hand tools, gloves and         
     wear long pants, sleeves and sturdy boots.  
  
June 10 th  Join the Pound Ridge seniors for a bus -tour of PRLCôs protected preserves (several unknown to many residents) guided by                                        

 Thurs 11am   PRLC president, Elyse Arnow. There will be opportunities for short walks into several of the preserves. Meet at the Town  

     house.  Picnic lunch after the tour.    

 

June 13 t h  Spring Open House at the Armstrong House  óoff-the-gridô project site. Tours of the renovation in progress and residential  

 Sun.4-6pm    energy systems will be given. Special óexpertô guests will be available to answer your questions.  Guided Armstrong Preserve 

      óLoopô trail will start at 4:45 p.m. Refreshments will be served. 

 

July 17 th    Join PRLC Board Members for a óWalk with a Purposeô at the Bye Preserve located off High Ridge Road.  We will conduct  

 Sat 3pm       our annual óstewardô reporting walk, highlight the PRLCôs obligations and management philosophy for conserved land, and    

     bring our GPS along to map the trail and selected boundaries. 

 
 

July 31 st   Join us as we continue our cutting of the invasive phragmite plants  at the Isaacson Fen to constrain their growth into this                                                                                                                                           
 Sat 9am       important, yet rare, local habitat. Other dates are scheduled for Sunday, Aug. 1 st   at 4pm and Sunday, Aug.  8 th  at 9am.      
                  See our online calendar to confirm these dates and times closer to the event. 
 
  

Oct. 16 th    Join us for a board guided walk at the Richards Preserve  located off Honey Hollow Road at the height of Autumn colors. 
 Sat 1pm  

 The Armstrong House renovation is approaching the home 

stretch and, while it might not look like it now, is close to being 

ready for interior finishes. Work has included focusing on the me-

chanics of the home and facilitating the application of wall, ceiling 

and floor materials. All electric wiring cir-

cuits have been rechecked and tested for 

continuity and, despite enduring the past 

year and a half of construction, everything 

is in good working order. Minor wall, ceil-

ing and floor framing and final stair sub-

floor repairs have also been completed in 

part to accommodate the height of the un-

der-floor radiant panels and new floor cov-

ering. Accommodations for the 500 gallon 

propane tank in a visually obscured location 

at the residence includes a concrete pad and 

trenching to the house for gas line. Propane 

will be one of several energy sources to 

provide heat and hot water for the residence. A propane fired gen-

erator will be used in conjunction with the solar electric and solar 

hot water panels on site, supplemented by wood burning stoves and 

heat recovery from the generator.  
 

 All rough plumbing for the drain, waste and ventilation 

(DWV) system has been completed. The additional DWV stack 

necessitated by the newly expanded 2nd floor bathroom allows for 

the future provisioning of wastewater heat recovery as well as grey-

water recycling. When implemented, heat from the grey wastewater 

of the shower, bathroom sink and clothes washer can be used to 

preheat the water feeding into the water heater.  This greywater can 

then be diverted to secondary uses like garden and foundation 

planting irrigation. 
 

 Efforts continue to seal up any existing cracks and exterior 

crevices around windows and door frames with caulking and 

weather stripping as we prepare for our late spring blower door test. 
 

 As wire is inexpensive and our labor situation is advanta-

geous, we decided not to miss the opportunity to wire this off-the-

grid home as a ñsmartò house with an abundance of low voltage 

wiring. The net result of this work will permit the Armstrong House

- although having a rustic and historical exterior and fitting into its 

wooded, protected viewshed- to sense its environs both interior and 

exterior and adjust accordingly for optimum energy conservation. 

As wired, it is projected that this ñsmartò home will control light-

ing, heating, ventilation and any Ethernet enabled appliance based 

on variable factors or set of 

commands from any location 

with web access! (We hope to 

avoid a 2001-A Space Odys-

sey-type situation but realize 

that artificial intelligence is 

here to stay.) We anticipate 

teaming up with interested 

individuals, businesses and 

academic courses or extracur-

ricular activities such as high school robotics clubs to offer a practi-

cal, hands-on opportunity to use this applied technology. Clearly, in 

all built environments, every system burning fossil fuels or drawing 

electrical current will benefit from a control strategy to lessen its 

environmental footprint. 
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Electrical work in the house 

Completion of the exterior 

Armstrong House Off-The-Grid Renovation Nears Completion 



 
 For years, the PRLC has made efforts to correctly map its 

14 preserves in town including their boundaries, trails where they 

exist and identified topographical and study plots. The ability to do 

this correctly is one of the important elements of land stewardship. 

This has often involved working with old surveys and US geologi-

cal maps as well as older GPS technology. We were often sur-

prised at how inaccurate maps corresponded to GPS data. 
 

 The PRLC has purchased a leading-edge GPS device 

which we believe will make past discrepancies history. Our new 

Garmin Oregon 550t has the ability to accurately map our exact 

location on a trail and locate preserve boundaries more precisely. 

With the capacity for digital topography, we can now download 

our trail routes as recorded by the GPS and print them directly on 

elevation maps for uploading to our website. In addition, digital 

photos can be taken that are geo-tagged with the location of the 

photo allowing us to navigate back to the exact spot in the future. 

This is critical to monitoring changes in the vegetative understory 

of our study plots at the Halle Ravine and Clark Preserve. Look for 

more accurate trail maps along with study guides from us in the 

future! 
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Upcoming Preserve Walks/Talks/Projects  
 

June 6th    Clark Preserve 
June 10th                                                  Seniors Bus Tour 
July 17th                             Bye Preserve 
July 31st, Aug. 1st, Aug.8th       Isaacson Preserve 
October 16th          Richardôs Preserve 

  Armstrong Open House 
Sunday, June 13th, from 4-6PM at Armstrong House 

Armstrong House Work Sessions 
Every Saturday 10AMð12PM 

Check our online calendar for the schedule 

Improved Trail Maps with NEW GPS  

 The PRLC participated as an exhibitor at the Westchester 

County Sustainability Fair held at Kensico Dam Plaza on Sunday, 

April 18th. Board Members spent the day speaking with West-

chester County residents on land 

conservation issues including how 

to preserve private land. Inquiries 

about the County-owned and oper-

ated Ward Pound Ridge Reserva-

tion lead to discussions about how 

private land can provide public 

benefits including viewshed and 

wildlife protection, hiking, educa-

tion and research through private 

landowner efforts. Residents from 

neighboring towns and south 

County were impressed with the 

land protection efforts of the PRLC 

as a small, community-focused, all volunteer advocacy organiza-

tion and asked questions about how to create similar organizations 

in their communities.    

Exhibit at County Sustainability Fair  

This is printed on recycled paper 

Our exhibit at the Sustainability Fair 


